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The Factory Girl’s Song

The Factory Girl’s song is an example of women 
seeking liberation in their place of work. The song is 
a call to strike for better working conditions, 
including increased wages. The 12th stanza 
especially voices their need for better pay.

Fig. 1, The Factory Girl’s Song, The Factory Girl’s Song, c. 1840, Paper,  9 1/2 in × 5 
3/4 in (24.13 cm × 14.605 cm), The National Museum of American History, 
Behring Center, https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/nmah_1445159.
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https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/nmah_1445159


The American Women’s Declaration of Independence

The Seneca Falls convention kickstarted a new era 
of women fighting for their rights. They fought to 
vote, own land, and divorce. The convention also 
emphasized the importance of education for 
women. The event was featured in newspapers 
across the nation, such as the New York Herald.

Fig. 2, “Woman’s Rights Convention,” The New York Herald, “Woman’s Rights Convention,” The New York Herald, July 30, 1848, July 30, 1848, in Balkansky, Arlene, 
“American Women’s Declaration of Independence: Newspaper Coverage, 1848 | Headlines & Heroes.” Webpage, The Library of Congress, July 11, 2019, 
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2019/07/american-womens-declaration-newspaper-coverage-1848.
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https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2019/07/american-womens-declaration-newspaper-coverage-1848


The Bloomer Costume

Popularized by Amelia Bloomer, this trouser-skirt became a 
way of liberation in women’s fashion. Bloomers allowed for 
more ease of movement, physical freedom, and spread a 
spirit of reform throughout the country. The praise for 
bloomers was short-lived and critics of the women’s rights 
movement sought to stop “Bloomerism.”

Fig. 3, The Bloomer Costume, Currier, Nathaniel, The Bloomer Costume, 1851, Hand-Colored 
Lithograph, 9.75 in × 13.5 in (24.8 cm × 34.3 cm), D'Amour Museum of Fine 
Arts,https://springfieldmuseums.org/collections/item/the-bloomer-costume-nathaniel-currier/.
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https://springfieldmuseums.org/collections/item/the-bloomer-costume-nathaniel-currier/
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?7jmhxZ


In the Antebellum period, more factories were 
being built, which allowed more women to work. 
Women inside and outside of the home started 
turning away from the outdated ideal of a 
“Republican mother,” and became “Mothers” of 
the women’s rights movement. They started 
pushing for equal rights and opportunities. 
Working women fought for equal pay and better 
working conditions. Both working women and 
those without jobs joined in the fight for the right 
to vote. Women’s fashion in this time reflected 
the ideas of freedom for women, and introduced 
split skirts and bloomers. From the 1830s to the 
Civil War in 1860, women, immigrants, and 
enslaved people alike fought for freedom, which 
was what the “American Dream” truly was.

Conclusion: Connections of the Past

Fig. 3, May Session of Woman’s Rights Convention, Harper’s Weekly, The May Session 
of the Woman’s Rights Convention-The Orator of the Day Denouncing the Lords of 
Creation, 11 June 1859, Wood Engraving, 12 in × 16 in. (30.48 cm × 40.64 cm), Harper 
Weekly, v. 3, no. 128 , Library of Congress, 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c35681/.

Figure 3, May Session of Woman’s Rights 
Convention
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